
Stormwater Runoff Fees
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Strategies  

to save $$$ 

from 

running

down 

the 

drain



What is a 
Stormwater 
Utility?
• Like a Water or Wastewater 

Utility, it’s a City agency that 
provides a service and charges 
a user fee
• Stormwater runoff flowing 

into City system
• User fee implies you are 

using it
• If an entire airport, or portion 

of, falls within a municipal 
boundary, and that 
municipality has a stormwater 
district, you are assessed.
• Unless you’re owned by 

that municipality (City is 
Sponsor)



How are the fees 
calculated?
• Airport falls within 

boundary of an established 
stormwater district

• Square footage of 
impervious surfaces
• Pavement
• Buildings
• Sometimes gravel areas

• For Commercial Users – 
Equivalent Runoff Unit 
(ERU)

• Billed monthly or quarterly 
(typically)



Stormwater 
Districts

• Approximately 120 in WI
• Villages, Towns & Cities
• Rates vary widely

• No caps or controls on 
rate increases

• Equivalent Runoff Units 
(ERU) size also vary

• No one is exempt because 
it is not a tax, it’s a utility 
bill
• Certain city ordinances 

may contain an existing 
exemption (runway / 
taxiway)



Stormwater District Rates (2022)



Airport Financial Impact Examples

** Eau Claire city ordinance exempts runways & taxiways

* City of Waukesha does not have a stormwater district

*

**

Airport (Municipality) Annual Amount Paid 
(CY 2022)

$ / ERU ERU Size (SF) $ / 1k SF

JVL (Janesville) $121,064 81.28 3,200 25.40

OSH (Oshkosh) $426,575 210.60 2,817 74.76

UES (Waukesha) $0 n/a n/a n/a

GRB (Hobart & Ashwaubenon) $260,548 72 & 50 4,000 & 3,316 18 & 15.08

ATW (Greenville) $161,815 70 4,510 15.52

EAU (Eau Claire) $49,661 86 3,000 28.67

MSN (Madison) $318,935 93.02 1,000 93.02



Credit Systems & 
Ways to Obtain 
Them
• Most districts (over 100) have 

a credit system

• Vary from 30% to nearly 
100%

• Four types of Credits
• Detention – Reducing 

Peak Runoff Rate
• Water Quality – Reducing 

Total Suspended Solids 
(TSS)

• Riparian – Runoff Directly 
into a waterbody

• Infiltration – Detention of 
Stormwater 



Modeling the Property



WinSlamm Model



Drainage (grass) swale / detention pond



Water Quality – Reduce TSS



Retention Pond (w/ wildlife barrier)



Riparian (Runoff Directly into Water Body)



Infiltration



Biofilter Pond



•Engage an Engineer to Assist 

•      Background Information – Is It Worth It?

•      Survey Work 

•      Calculations and Narrative

• Existing Infrastructure, eligible for credits now?

•      Future Improvements

• Incorporate Stormwater Improvements with next CIP project

Getting Started



Questions?

Howard “Buck” Barker, PE
RVT Engineering

hbarker@rvteng.com
715-551-0013


